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Hear and you ſhall live — Is 41A n lx. 3. 
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inattention too man have in all 9 


and looking upon this to be one great cauſe, why 


ſo many faithful miniſters of the word labour for 
naught, and in vain; theſe with other conſidera- 
tions induced me to * * univerſal addreſs | 


00 mankind. 


The valuable AurHñOR, whoſe name is precious 


to many, unto this very day, always preached and 
wrote with the 4.45 plainneſs, | 


This little Ride. is -ocentizely brief, * full. 


and pertinent. The rules are admirably ſuited to 
inſtru& chriſtians 3 in following that neceſſary ad- 


vice of our Sa vieux: Take heed how you hear ; and 


may, by the divine bleſſing, be of great ſervice. 
Not forgetting another brauch of our Lord's advice, 


Ti ale heed what you hear, Hear only to ſuch preach- 
ing as tends to humble the creature... exalt the 
Saviour. . and promote Holineſs; and hear only 


ſuch preachers as appear to be exemplaty in their | 
conduct, ſerious in their ſpirits, and faithful! in 


their work. 
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This advice is more eſpecially needful at pre- 
ent, when the preachers _ profeffors of the 
- ſame goſpel are io uphappily divided into variou 

and different opinions, concerning the way of- our 
common ſalvation, to the diminution of univerſal 
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charity, and enereaſe of mutual e; to 
_ contribute hymbly. to the remoyal of which is the 
dete, and will, if accomplilhed, of your moſt 
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rob HEARING THE w. WORD OF 60D, 
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© BEFORE YOU HEAR, PRAY FOR A BLESSING. .. 
Diredtion 1. > | e : 
4, and ere receive ic. 
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' QUNCERE av and hath Lace nette is ſtill a ' prevailer; and 
then moſt when it is for gifts that be beſt. But by not afk 
ing a Rleſſing you deferve a Curſe: Becauſe you do virtu- 
ally tell God. either that you need not his Spirit, or that 
you deſire not the ſaving efficacy of his word. Neglect of 
prayer will ruin the beſt hearer ; AE uſe of it will ſave the 
worlt hearer. | | 


2, Uſe forecaſt azainf diftraRiens i in 13 N 

Wrath, Luft, and fuch ſinful paſſions will 4 away Rh 

your heart at ſermons; with a conſtant cordial watch ane 
fight againſt them, will deftroy thoſe deſtroyers. God will 
let no ſoul be devoured by ; 4 that is diligent to keep 
from them: Though on the” e hand, ſouls that do little 
to prevent them, ſhall be plagued with them. Divine 
grace will not encourage 1 nſul negligence: No, but 
the eee which oyertake you w Pull, ſhall over- 
come 
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come you woelully. .. Believe ſad experience, others and 
_ your own. = he RS rg 8 1 ; DN 
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' Honour them for God's ſake, and God will honour and 
bleſs you for his ſon's ſake, and for his promiſe ſake ; God is 
* mo of 2 bleſſing — both, _ he 505 no man who 
highly prized it, go without it. You may highly prize gold 

. * . and + without them: But th 9 
of the goſpel is certainly your os if you can but ſupreme- 
ly value it. 1 1 defpiſe it, blame yourſelves that you 
are not enriched by it, God will not throw his ineſtimable 

pearl unto. ungreatful ſwine ; Swine, that will not give fa 


„„ much as thanks ſor the pearl of the greateſt price. 


4 Acquaint yourſelves wy with the end: and uſes of the 
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Read books, and aſk miniſters and know as well as they, 
to what purpoſe God ſendeth his oracles ; The four com- 
prehenſive ends are, to be convinced of fin, and convert 
yourſelves unto, Jeſus Chriſt, to conſirm in grace, to direct 

and comfort in obedience: Underſtand theſe, and muſe 
much on them. Come to fermons for theſe, and vou hall 
not go ſrom ſermons without them. But God hath no plea- 
ſure in fools: and if you come to hear for you know not 
What, its no marvel 74 you come away fools as you went, 


CERN Newer forget Cad fromife of bleſſing on Jatiful 


hearing. 


He cannot lie, and he has told you, Lear and you all live. 


_ Keep you that promiſe of his as the apple of your eye. It 
will do your heart good to think, God. th not left himſelf 
at liberty to bleſs or not bleſs your heating: No, but that 

bis FREE grace is alſo govnpD grace; bound by werd and 

| gath. This will give you holy boldneſs, to which God al- 

_ ways giveth happy welcome. But the want of this in your 

mind, will keep rt full of curſed and malignant doubts and 

ſears. Without a micacle of grace it will hold you ſearful, 
and hold vou unbelieving; that is periſhing. e 
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. aus, the aur and the preacher of inn and thank God for - 
W : S them . | WP 


e richer treaſure 


z 
- * - 


| | | 8 
1 . 
* 45 1 f 1 


6. Earl . your adotcates, 


* All the week-long lnnour- the fon of God, e 
alone you gan ever have effectual aſſiſtance to any good. 
No man ever thus honoured the ſon and ſpirit, and went 
without the full bleſſing of the word. Without our inter- 
ceſſor in heaven, and our mterceſſot in our hearts, we can 
2 do ally. ; but with them we may do ever 
_ 4 hereſore be ſermons every where o 
10 uſe red dedeadetipe on Chriſt are fcarce any 
where found. 0 that his word might be well weighed ! N 


W- Conclude won it, es r 
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It will cure you, or further kill you; ** life to 
or death to 22 Give . this ele, = 
mon before come to' hear mine. Miniſters ſermons 
ſoften or harden hearers ſouls; they never leave you (in de- 
grees of good or evil) as th find vou. Such 2 thoughts 
are my anticedents: an 6 dren canes of no ——_ good. 
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2. e lle . Powe. t 

5 i P 
. onl excuſe and endure, but approve had profer 
them. You like beſt the ph — that heals beſt; and the F 
counſellor at * that beſt brings 2 to peace and quiet t 
poſſeſſion of your inheritance; gh neither of them: do } 
compliment you at all, but — you much, and chaſtiſe } 
ſeverity. Be as wiſe © | 


| — miſcheivous folly with needfu 
or your ſouls as for your bodies and eſtates. 0 heals the 
fick "foals that prefer and uſe his own eſcribed plain me- 
dicines? But niee and 8 ones, that loath his manna, 
and muſt have quails; that diſguſt his ſharp ſword, and muſt | 
be treated with men's ſmooth words; ſuch muſt die in their 
pride and folly. - Where preachers be 8 e 
. Churches be but golgotia” "_—_ 
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2. Receive the He auer, _ 5 


For ſo they are, [they are God's . ori ; his fer. 
mon's as well as his text, is all of it fo. They are God's 
8 materially; ; as to the matter and ſenſe of a 
- oy 
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"They ate God's words to you inſtitutively; by God's com . 
mand they be ſpoken unto you. They ate God's words 

| given advantageouſty y words of God, by the kindneſs of 
God, dehvered "with more advantage for hour minds'and- - 
' hearts than in the, holy 7 7 barely read: Words 4 "4A 
Gods, with a comment on Wi appointment ; Words of Gi A 
to which he had made a ſpecial promiſe of higheſt blefiingz _ 
For Faith (emimently) eomes by hearing thoſe wank" SEN 
that - hcareth you, heareth me, ta ith Chriſt--to: the eschers 
whom he ſent,” Receive every goſpet ſetmon as by: Chriſt © 
preached,: and doubt not bos in mall be by Chriſt bleffeds !: -Þ 
Fat if you take the words as well as the breath-of: a ſermon, P a 
for ours, the miſtake will be of a deadly lols of yours. 
0425, a ER Ba 6; RR 


ae en 


3. Me abunganes of frayer waith your fenrin gp. 
Souls are ſpirils,; their wbtions are ſiſter than the ſun's; 
they can, and they.ought to do two things at ones; Ejacu- 
lations: helps attention, and not hinders it: Bread and ſa 
muſt be in every meal, and ſhort warm prayer in every duty. 
Let. your hearts cry out at every truth delivered, O Lot 4 5 
fix thi truth on my ſoul! At every precept and promiſe, - — 
Good God help me to obey this command, and te rel Ot | 
this promiſe! At every reproof, glorious ſpirit, convince 
and humble me for this fin, and.lead me to Chriſt for par- — 4 
don, &c. Such praying hearers never loſe their -Jabours.. 3 
But woe to them Who, though, at lermon- time they be not 
deaf adders, yet they be umb dogs, whoſe hearts do ,t | 
to this purpoſe ſpeak, while their ears iear. I do not well 
TY to the Ambaſſador, when I pray not much to the. 
king. ö | 8 e 


41. A to your own fouls what 
ee, e 
To know ſor one's good, the Hebrews call to know for 2 
one's ſelf: Aud do not all. the world e de? miniſters de 4 
nurſes, ſermons breaſts, God's word is milk, hearers be the — 
children, and right hearing is their ſucking the milk into SW, 
each one's' own-foul, What another ſucks and applies, will 
not nouriſh thee——Say then of every doctrine, this is m 
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leſſon, T will lea it Of every promiſe, this is my encod. 
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ragement, and I wilt make meat and drink of it ;—my ſou} | gs 
ſhall rely and ſeed thereon. Whoever miſſed of Nike by tus - 4 
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damned, wh rey thy 
obs 


25 2 are God's as well as 71 ſouls: 


* may be witneſſes to it; 227 withoge 295 255 how be 


bear with his infirmities, and pray G 
him. He is but àa man, therefore, pin not thy faith on his 
ſleeve, but exercife thy own ſenſe, and beg the guidance 


6 „0 


! of life thai fo FM it 60 TREE DOR Who 44 2 
thus ſuck, and not grow by the golpel's milk? Bleſſed are 


tbey t thus monopolize a ſermon; While, 40 be ſure, all 


are ſtatrved, that do not thus ſeed, whatever damties are 


ſet before them. And wy, are moſt  niferable of all the 
* Ne 155 N have 


ae gar egg. TRE onto all the 
*. - Congregation. 8 


. ib iprb cially preſentin heaven, and: at a ſerman : 90 
you * it e 


| Jour God, and to your conſcience, by holy thougy — and 
y your . 


en ſhew that faith of yours: Shew it to 


oly affections : Vea, and ſhew it to all the churc 
well-compofed countenances and becomin 115 geſtures. . 
ou do not 
* him with both, you glorify him with nvither; Ge ns 
o hard . ranlgpr on hd, fickly, weak bodies: But he 
requires others to give him reverent poſtures. Gaddin; 
eyes are impudent publiſhers of profane rambling hearts; 
and of thoſe fools, whereof one makes many. Put off your 


flives and keep them off while you are an holy ground 


That is, be reverent in foul and body. So honour God be- 


| fore all the people, and then he ſbaſi make it ſeen before all 
the people, ow he honoureth and blefſeth you, Irrever- 
er.ce at a'ſermon;-is a public call to God for damnation: A 


conſtructive bidding to damn you, where hundreds 


peo iſoned by it. 


6. Hooar the , as a man of God; and ns moe. 8 


Gel, ſliles a miniſter by that name, and God's name be 
roper and inſtructive... A miniſter is but a man; 


22 do uu erefore adore him as" a God: Let him be fo thy 


miniſter, PL Chriſt ma ay ſtill be thy only Supreme Shep- 


herd and Biſhop. He is but a man, ad po Sogn ie 0 
r his aſſi ſtances to 


of God's holy ſpirit. Vet, nevertheleſs, he is a man of 


God, remember: If not, do not hear him: If fo, conſider 


while thou art bearing. 


Fr Je gue that hath received the Hoy 
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| You memories be the great ſeryants of your faith 
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: He ito, e that Chrift hath Qualified and Commiſſioned, an- : 


der Himſelf, l be a ſaviour of thee. avid of all that hear him.” 
Wherefore,” do not defpiſe bim, us not'adore him, Thou” 


ſhalt profit by him, if thou heareft him as he is, o An. 
baſſador of God—a meſſenger of Chriſt—an Overſerr made by ,. 
Holy Ghoft. ” But who n thine, if thou ſolloweſt him either 
8s a God, or as a common man. The goſpel pronouneetin 


vo bleſſing upon the ſuperſtitious, or upon the proſune. 


All along your hearing, deſign and do what you can ſor. 


remembering. Say over to -yourſelyes.the.dottrine many 
you .can, repeat. to-yourſelyes all the beads of 3 
the diſcourſe; but Jay faſt hold of the main drift of every. Jo - 


times, and i 


ſermon. However, nature, ſickneſs, or age, may have in- 
curably wounded your memories, God is gracions, remem- 


-ber—He wilt accept an unſeigned- good - will for the very 
deed. His ſpirit mall be a never-failing-remembrancer, to 
ſuch as againſt their wills, and againft their endeavours, be 
1 He will not call them forgetful hearers, that 
will ſtrain and ſtrive, and do their beſt to be tenacious ones. 


But he will ſo call, and will curſe thoſe; who like not and 
liſt not to retain bis word, as well as to receive it. Hear- 
ers ſo wilfully dull, muſt look to remain among the dead. 
As they are flothful,” they are wicked ſervants, and let them 
expect Chriſt's foretold word. Defart ye- curſed. Heaven 
is no hive -for- drones. 1 nce is a eurſe; and if it be 
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Tele de t carneft heed that you do nat let Ii what you have 


received. 
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your choice, it will as furely be your duſtruction as your 
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dope, andobedience; and 
g [LES ed: They be too ma the grates thiat let go clean wa- 
== ter, and bold filthy mad. If you take little -pains about 
them, you will have but forry fervice-from them. The beſt 
round will never Hold the good ſeed, if no care be had to 

ive off the ſowls that will be coming and e it away, 
and if labour be not beſtowed to harrow it in. This labour 
for the word, is labour for the Lord, and it ſhall not be in. 
vain, Thus do, you ſhall furely proſper, and do well. But 


„ oo ones 
f 


will not nſe crutches; if you cannot otherwiſe, remember, 
and you will not talk with yourſelves and families of a fer- 
_ is mon; nor go forth unto'a repetition ; nor aſk the holy ſpirit 
''s KISS to be your remembrancer; you muſt take to your forrow, 
_ what you get by your ſloth. The devil cannot rob you ↄf a 
=  - fermon againſt your will, and God will not keep à ſermon 
in your mind without your WII. 


9 ; 2. Let your thanks'be returned after every ſermon heard: | 
l Thanks and praiſe are God's dearly beloved, the end of 
all his works; of your beings, your redemption,” your goſ- 
f pel calls, all ordinances and providences, It is bell where 
no praiſe thanks are; and. it is heaven where there is 
nothing beſides. Nothing delighteth God ſo much as theſe; 


bis word, Tis preſently agded.: Praiſe ys the Lord, And 


| bullock, than any external ſacrifice. - If unprofitablenefs by 
the word do not drive away thankſulneſs, thankfulneſs for 
the word ſhall be fure to drive away unprofitablenels. Let 
- our thanks be more than verbal, your profit ſhall be real: 
| It ſhall appear to all men. But as long as you hear unthank- 


13 : of any fin to be named, turn honey into gall, and phyfic 


into poiſon. It is the any Wang lp call a man unthankful, 


and to ſay he is a ſamaritan, and hath a devil. 
: 3. Lament your fins in hearing, and go aft Faith of Chrift for 
Mn , your har don. 1 


Abundance of droſa is in all our gold. Möge abounds in 
'our holy things. The holieft of them all need a ne 
Nas | PIE: 3 pardons, 


they are but iinperſe@ly ſang 
C 


$s labour 


if this be too much in your conceits; if you are lame, and 


3 and ſor nothing on this earth doth God expect theſe, more 
than for his goſpel preached... When it is ſaid, he giveth 


this praiſe we are told, Hall pleaſe the Lord better than an ox or © 


fully, you muſt be ard appear enholy, Ingratitude doth, © 
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pardons, and deſetve our deepeſt bluſhes, And let us not 
latter ourſelves; repenting and believing be not things in- 
different, or acts of mere chriſtian hherty, but indiſpenſable 

duty. They muſt go before the fecal of our pardon, in our 

conſeience, or in heaven. And believe it, God is inſenſed 2 
with ſin, whoever it be that ſinneth, and in whatever. He 
delighteth to be Kind. but he hatheth to fond As ever you” / 
would profit by a fermon, follow it by the tears of repen- 
tance, and with the prayers of faith, Then will God give 
you profit, with meaſure frefſed down and running oer. If you - 
are too proud for this, in God's name 1 tell you, that pride 


of yours ſhall have a ſhameful fall. The beſt thing proud, 


\ * 8 


is worſe than the worſt that is truly humble. 


4. Examine with humble deligence, what in kearing aſheared to 
suſpect your own underſtandings more than your, miniſ- 
ter's, but learn not raſhly on your own, or idolatrouſtly - -  Þ'} 
on his. If ertor be in his doctrine, it turns to poiſon on thy _— 
ſoul- Whereſore not ſwallow, what thou doſt luſpect. I The 3 
molt noble hearers try all doctrine by the holy ſcriptures, — 
Good children aſk their parerits advice; wite women atk. 
their huſbands ; the wiſe of all forts go alk their miniſters, 
and entreat them to clear up by God's written word-the. 
truth of their preached word. Thus do; and whoever be 
barren hearers, you ſhall be fruitful ones. God never fails 
to teach ſouls ſo careful to imbibe nothing but truth. 0 
happy church where, Mal. ii 7. is wiſely.and duly obferv- 
ed! Where miniſters' lips preſerve knowledge, and peo- | 
ple ſeek at their mouths. But it is no more than is to be ex- : - =o 
ed, if ſtupid drones and contentious cavillers, live ud 4 
iots, and die without faving wiſdom. God's curſe reſts on < + _ 
the idle, and he reſiſtetli the proud. 9 7 | 
5.. Prove your late and condition by every Geſſtel:ſermon. Va; 
Vou cannot never try too oſten, things whereof you can 
never be ſuſficienly certain, but that you will ſtill need to 
be more certain. You axe true believers and alive to God 
or unbelievers and dead in fin and miſery. You are ſtrong 
in the grace that is in Chriſt, or babes weak in the ſame, 
It is a ſorry ſermon. by which no help is, given you, to form 
FILL NN e A judgment 
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VI ®. judgmett of yourſelves. touching theſe things, God's 
blefling upon your conſcientious care to make uſe of 
the help, Jon need not diſtruſt, His command on you to 
© Prove yourtelves, is not without a promiſe/of blefling made l 
doit. He ever enricheth thoſe bearers, who uſe ſermons as 
ES to weight, and touchſtones to try their fouls. But 
A T6 for the preſumptuous, who dream themſelves to be as good 
2s they need to be; and the depairing, who conclude that 


Wo _ _ they ſhall remedileſsly abide as bad as they are, and therefore 
= -Never put the word of God ſo cloſe unto them; what hope 
= _. of thefe! God will condemmn thoſe by his word, who will 

not judge themſelves by it. If you will not make it a light - 
"unto you, he will make it fire to P. 


bn >, en — IE 8 5 2 . 4 
=_ 2 55 6. Carry en your knowledge, memory, aud every good-fuurfrofe, 25 
13 6 ERR. ; n zento hractice. 2 ky 
Chriſtian divinity is an heart of doing more than knowing 
1 God's will, remembering it, and temporarily pur poſing to 
ED: <A It teacheth living unto God. Word and facraments, 
| Je faith and repentance, all are for obedience, God gave 
dis Son, and ſert down his ſpirit, to get him a-peopte.zea- 
. lous of good works as well as words. Much fruit it is, and 
not your fair leaves, that glorifieth God. And it is the 
_hearer, rich in works, that God will glorify: The 
hearer, to whole feet the word is a light to walk by it. 1 
have warrant from our Saviour to tell you; If you hear his 
word, and ſo keep it, you ſhall have as much honour, as the 
= FEver-glorious Virgin Mary had in being his Mother. And 5 
=  - _ do you but ſtill do the word of his that you know, you ſball 
neycr fail to be made know the word that he would have 
. you to do. Uſe well your hands and feet, and he will make 
every ſermon a royal falve to your eyes. But from him that 
Ae not what be knows, from him ſhall be taken the 
2 | ight that he hath : To him is promiſed no more light; unto 
> him is threatened the darkeſt fire, Luke xxviii. 29. Hea- 
then moraliſts hold no man to be fo very bad as he who acts 
- evil, and no more than talks of Good. Chriſtian ones myſt 
needs pronounce them the worſt monſters, that ſpeaks with 
cloven tongues, and yet, as negroes, are no where white 
but in the mouth. „ 4 


Es Teach your ecdations what God reacketh you at ſermons... 
God will nerer forfeit his name of love, nor fail te ef 
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ward charity, and ſpecially, ſoul- charity. It is the devds 
proverb, thefree hall not be fal. God's proverb is, the liberal 
foul-Jhall be made fat, and he that waters others Hall be watered. - 
God willhide nothing from an Abraham, for this very rea- 
ſon, becauſe he Will inſtruct all his family with it. Go you 
now, and inſtruct yours, ſo ſhaſl your be taught of God as _- 
have never been in paſt days: Drop divine truths on them, 
and God mall make ſermons rain down rich ſhowers on you. 

But vain are your idle moans, while you are nncharitable _ 
to your relations [f I know the mind of God, he will 
ſtarve you if you will not feed them. God is a great lover 

of children, and our children are his more than Gurs. Nor 
can you-eafily , incenſe God-more, than by neglect of theſe 
his children. l o Fi $46 3k l f ir iy 


I wonder not that many hear and underſtand not; becauſe 
what they urderfland they teach not. You may be ever 
learning, but you mall never come to the knowledge of the 
truth, until you make conſcience of communigating the _ 
truth, ._ Thus ſpend and God will fend. Teach others, and 

God will teach you; comfort them, and God ſhall increase 
and multiply comfort to uu]. - 
When theſe ſhall be'vbferved, miniſters ſhall be joyful of 
(both) fathers and nurſes”; the bed of Chriſt ſhall be green 
in our aſſemblies. It ſhall'be no more queruloufly ſaid, that 
our ſet ons have mifcarrying wombs and dry breaſts. for” Y 
s. Fear mall 


2 3 1 


- 


- ſhall be made in heaven, and in the midſt of us. 

come on every ſoul of dur corners. We ſhall praiſe God 
as the primitive chriſtians, and have favour with all the 
people. The word of God ſhall ſo run and be glorified; 


and God, even our own God, mall fo bleſs un. Amen. 
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Ta Lord hath: * 0 . Sete his bmicling 
1 upon me, and his ſtrokes have almoſt eruſhed me down 
= to the duſtof death. I had oſten read; but had never felt 
tze words of Hezekiah,” till my faulteri nere re 
1 them, I ſaid,” in thecatting oF of- my days, hall ! 5 | 
the gates of the grave; Iam deprived * ihe refidue 0 
— + years; I ſhall behold man no more with the inhabitants of 
| the world; mine age is departed, and is removed from me 
Far: like a ſhepherd's tevt, ” &e. Iſaiah xxxviii. 10. &c. For a 
_ conſiderable time the tears of friends around me, a labour- 
ing pulſe, the doubtful countenance and ſecret whiſpers of 
| my. w phyctoins teſtified the ſuſpence I was ſuppoſed to have 
„ been in, and the uncertainty which way the important beam 
would turn, that now hung in an equilibrium. 
My preſent writing teſtifies, what the iſſue hath been. 
| | In the midſt of the prayers of my friends, while the ſymp- 
2 toms of my diſtemper rather prognoſticated a contrary 
5 res? I began to revive. But for many days the winter 
- ſolſtice was an emblem of my eſtate. My lengthened 
3 breath, my rifing pulſe, my ſhort ſlumbers teſtiſied an 
amendment, and yet ſo light, that the affeQionate fears of 
thoſe about me made them jealous, and cauſed them to re- 


 joice with trembling. You know at this time of the year 
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1 nd . 
(December 15) a dark day or two coming on beclonds the 
opening ſcene, daſhes our hopes that the days are indeed 
lengthened, and cauſes us to imagine that what we took to 
be realities were only the creatures of our own fancies : 
Something like this my friends would perſuade me it was 
with them. At length a kind Providence hath put the 
matter out of queſtion; and my trembling hand and crook- 
ed lines make it unneceſlary to ſay that I embrace the firſt 
opportunity of tranſmitting my regards to my friend, but 
pecially of declaring the goodneſs of the Lord, who, 
4 though he hath chaſtened me fore, yet he hath not given 
me over to death.” Pſalm cxviii. 18, I do it, that “ yon 
may magnify the Lord with me, and that we may exalt his _ 
name together.” Pſalm xxxiv. 3. | ED Todo 
While your cordial friendſhip exites the emotions of ten- 
derneſs upon a recullection of this ſcene, your pity will be 
ready to enquire what were my views of things while my 
' ſoul was almoſt * fitting upon my lips, In the-awful ſuſ- 
penſe, whether to quit the tottering tabernacle,” or per- 
2 to ſtay a little longer a tenant at will in the cottage 
0 clav. . k 8 827 * S | 198. 
O, Sir, to talk of death, and to enter in good earneſt 
upon dy ing work, are two things, To view the meſſenger 
who comes as a ſerpent from the Judge of all, at a diſtance 
firſt, but afterwards as actually approaching, and that toe 
with haſty. ſteps, with his opened commiſſion in one hand, 
and his dart to execute it in the other, and with an expe&- 
ing and eternal judgment in his immediate train. is as differ- 
ent as to view a painted lion, who is only terrible on can- 
vas, and to ſee him really with his rolling eyes of fire; and 
hear his hideous roar. , _ 15 | s Yo er ee 


Nature, her brave efforts broke, 44 
* Would fain 77 the ftrife, n. | 


But, Oh ! the foul at dying ſhook, 
And /hiver'd back to life. - 
See all before me, wild 1 cry'd 
I eternal ocean roll! - 
Tremendous gulfth unknown, untry d, 
And thit e my foul. 
Du can 1 ſuftain the woe, 
F when dro m. ell, 
Die judge, his flaming bolt Mould throw, 
Aud daſh me down to hell! © 
To-hell ! intolerable thought, 
— Awrkef . 
"£7 


( 42, 


Tr,lence uo redempition can be bought, * 
125 Aud by 5 worath is tere. © GrBnoxs. 
I cannot fay but I frequently, in former times endeavout- 
ed to celebtate my own funeral, though I never went ſo far 
as with the Emperor Charles the VI to put myſelf in m 
coffin, never cauſed; my grave to be dug, or laid myſelf 
down in the ſolemn intrenchment: Nor like Louis XV. 


who always kept the ſkull of a deceaſed in his chamber, 


that he might never loſe the thoughts of death, nor the 
everlaſting torments-of hell. I never did thus indecd, but 


Foften ſeparated myfelf from the buſy ſcenes of lile, and 


eneavouredto draw afide the curtain of mortality, and 
look into the vaſt abyſs. Toften in particular ſolemn man- 
ner recollected death, and its important conſequences, when 
I attended a friend to the grave, or ſaw the awful approach 
of. that monſter, in quivering limbs, diflorted eyes, and 
gonvulſed countenance of my acquaintance, 6r when I ac- 
cidently ſaw. a neighbour carried to his long, home, or be- 
held in the repoſitories of the dead, a freſh grave open its 
mouth, or a-rotten bone, or ſhattered ſkull, or but when I 
heard the funeral bell from the tower. I ſaw, I often took 
occaſion from theſe things to think the more of death, fe- 
membering a ſaying of Biſhop Hopkins, that It is no great 
miſtake to account every funeral our own.” Ioſten looked 
into eternity, till through the perſpective faith, aſſiſted hy 
ſteady meditation, the objects beforeme were brought near, 
and:increaled in bulk; while the things of time, as if I had 


turned the other end, leſſened to my view, and appeared 


comparatively deſpicable. But yet, O how ſhall I teil you 
my ſtiend the difference between my former, aud theſe 
latter, converſes with death? I had before a diſtant glimpte, 
but now an immediate and comprehenſive view. The light 
which before reflected on my viſive power, was as the dawn 
of the morning; but now it is almoſt like the dazzlinghoon. 
My ſoul was awake—how did my heart palpitate? my 
breath, which was ſhortened before by my fever almoſt for- 
got to return, when gone from my noſtrils ;\ like the tra- 
veller upon the road, who, before- be is aware, ftands {ill 
to view ſome wonderful object, that had juſt broke in upon 
his eye. Could I make the buſy world know how: inſignifi- 
cant they and their purfuits appeared they would receive 
the ſtory with a jeſt ; or the good natured carnaliſt would 
tell me, with pity, that my brain was weakened by my ill- 
. nels, and that I had not even yet recovered from my deli- 
rium. But, Oh! I aſſure you, were it poſſible for me te 
communicate my views of perſons and things, the exchange 


r 


would be in danger of being locked up, for want of mer- 
chants to frequent it; and the high offices at court, ches 
molt” lucrative and honourable, in which fo many are pa 
ing, would want petitioners, nay, ſcarce would royaf i 
portuvities prevail upon perſons to be at leiſure to arte 
apd to fill them. The greateſt cities to me were but miole- 
hills, and the buſy inhabitants but a company of emmets, and 
the richeſt prize ſeemed to me as inconnderable as a gram 
of corn, The merry ſenſualiſts were hut as re | 
whoſe noiſe was deſpicable and troubleſome, and whoſelife 
I ſaw to be exceeding ſhort, and liable to be eruſbed every 
moment. Princes LI called glow-worms, which ſtine only 
to thoſe who are in the dark, and are found to be no better 
than contemptible inſects (dim and difrobbed of their luſſre 
when the light of eternity breaks in upon them. fea 
I thought, I believed; and was ſomewhat affectet with 
the great truths of the goſpel before; and how hive the 
lories of that revelation darted upon my eye; and över- 
rend my ſoul, when I have heard you diſcant wpon then, 
with a pleaſing mixture of ſolid judgment and raviltiet affec- 
tion? But, O Sir, words are far from being ſufficient to be 
a vehicle of my thoughts, while I ſhould fam telt-you wat 
[ ſelt when death was in immediate view, _ F 
Could the unbelieving wretches (fof+ 1 could with an 
affectionate pity call them no bettet) have ſeen-what F did, 
ſure, thought I, it would not only have care them'of their 
infidelity, but have made them confirmed believers, Yea, 
perhaps preachers of the faith, which now they tredt with 
contempt. O the glories of the God- head! O the raviſh- 
ing ſweetneſs that appeared in every feature of 5 count- 
enance! I mean in every character of Jeſus Chriſt t 
Mediator: * 1 53 
Ne flain'd wizjh fins and follies, yet ſerene 
In henitential eace and chearful hoe, 
Sprinkled and guarded with atoning · Blood. 
he vital ſmiles, amid this 1 * eas areal 
Like heavenly ſun-beanis kid hind the clouds, _ 
Break out in haffry moments, with bright v 4 
Cleaving the gloom ; the fair 9 1 
Seftent and gulds the horrors of the orm, | 
richeft cordial to the heart conveys a ai 
= | © incarnate love” Rf Soba 
Has ſeiz'd an hilds ne in Almighty Arms 
Here's my ſalvation, my erate 
Amid the u ect of worlds, and 4; 
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Warr's Miſcet, 
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a 3 1 | 4 Io : 
Though nature was ſunk low, and I could ſcaree utter a 
complete ſentence before, yet I remember I cried out, to 
the lurpriſe of all my friends, I account all things here as 
nothing that I may. be pitied and forgiver by my Crueified 
Teſus, and be found in him!“ How did I with refentment 
ol heart, and my friends told me it appeared in my looks, 
pronounce ſooliſhneſs upon all the vain amuſements of this 
preſent life ? With what earneſt did I reccommend to all 
an inſpired intereſl-of my -bleſſed Redeemer, as the one 
 —  _ thing needful, and to win him as à prize that includes in it 
2 perfect righteouſneſs ta juſtify, and a ſullneſs of grace to 
ſanctify. My view was ſo clear, my ſenſe ſo ſtrong, my 
foul was in. fach full hope of the reality and importance of 
this, that I remember I collected and exerted. all my 
Fenn and thought at the time, were I martyr for my 
d in ſpending and being ſpent, it could not be for a 
better Maſter, or in a more A Cauſe, I could 
___ willingly have breathed out my laſt in exalting : “ This 
prince of the worm-eaten kings of the earth, this branch 
of ever-renowned worth, this Chief of millions: And my 
attendants tell me ſince, that it was almoſt as I wiſhed; that 
nin ths midſt of my rhapſody my  ftrength failed with my 
voice, and that I funk into what they imagined would have 


— 


proved a fatal deliguizm. One, it ſeems, told a near rela- 
tion that I was like the lamp that ſtood before them and 
ſunxk into its ſocket, then gave a ſudden blaze and expired. 
But I cannot proceed: My hand trembled before, and 
 _ while I am reviewing. paſt occurrences, the ſenſe of them 
everwhelms me, I muſt therefore only add that I am, 
| Dear Sir, Yours, Re. 


_ - "DANGER OF DELAYING REPENTANCE. 
- "THERE be many To-morrow Chriſtians, that ſet their 
day with God. At ſuch a day they will repent, and not 
| before; as if they had the lord{hip of time, and the mono- 
Poly of grace; whereas time ahi grace are only at God's 
diſpoſing. As St. Ambroſe faith, God has Ke pardon 
to the penitent, but he hath not promiſed To-morrow to the 
negligent. As St. Augnſtine faith, he that gives pardon to 
the penitent, doth not always give repentance to the ſin- 
ner; If I put God off to day, he may put me off To-morrow; 
if I put off this hour of grace, I may never have another gra- 
eious hour: to day if I put by his hands of mercy, To-mor- 
row he may ſtretch forth his hands of juſtice. It is true, 
whilſt I have time, T may come in; but it is ulſo true, when 
I would come in, I may not have time. This is certain, 
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me grace in this hour to repent with. 
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thou malt go. either tog 
hardeſt of terms. 
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"be I repent; 1 ſhall have mercy ; but this is as certait, 


when I would have mercy, I may not find repentance. 0 
Lord, thou haſt given this hour of grace to repent, in, give | 


Nie trge rehentante never be too late: p 
Pet late is ſaldom true; fuck is its fate. 
FFT „ HE 
LEGAM days were but like winter gays, dark and clou- 


dy ſharp and ftormy ; yet how many of our fathers travell- 


ed to heaven in thoſe days? But goſpel times, are like 
ſummer days, ſweet and clear, 'full of light and beauty, fo 
that we may truly ſa that God hath not been as a cloud of 
darkneſs to us; le are the days of grace that are full 
of the beams of mercy, yet how flowly and ſadly do many 
of us go to heaven? But Which is werfe, how ſadly and 
ſlightly do we waſte theſe precious days, and neglect theſe 
— opportunities? Oh, what time ſhall the foul find to 
repent in, that ſhall be hardened in theſe melting times! 


Ob, hat day ſhall that ſoul find togo to heaven in, that ſhall 


idle away theſe goſpel days! O, what grace ſball that man 
find for fin, that thall fin away the Day of Grace? Oh, 
to whom ſhall that ſoul appeal that ſhall renounce”. Jefas 
Chriſt ? Qh, woe unto that ſoul for ever, upon which the 
tradows-of death, and of the evening are ſtretched'out, 
and yet never ſet forth for heaven. But woeſuller is that 
man, to whom the ſweeter and clearer day doth only make 
the blacker and ſader hell. Oh, what blackneſs of dark- 
neſs is reſerved for that foul that ſhall walk in darkneſs, in 


the midſt and under ſuch clearnefs of light? We are thoſe. 


that are not lifted up to heaven, but heaven is let down to 
us. Oh, how long ſhall that man lie in hell, that heaven 


ob preſſeth-down ? Oh, thou goſpel-chriſtian, thou art now 


under the clear demonſtrations of Chriſt, the fweet invita- 
tions of mercy. the large manifeſtations of love; look to it 
en or to hell, upon the eaſieſt or 


Me fight like two fierce combatants that meet, 

To get the treaiy, or winding fte. 

| A SIX-FOLD VOICE OF WARNING. _ - 
Methinks I heargfix voices cry aloud : The firſt voice is 
of dying men. The ſecond is of the voice of the damned. 
The third is the voice of my precious ſoul. The fourth is 
the voice of Jeſus Chriſt; The fifth is the voice of evil. 
times. The fixth is the voice of the Day of judgment, 
Firſt, methinks I hear a dying man breathing out thefe 


” 7 | "By * . * | 2. 
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Froams; Ob, Hoſe not a moment of titne, or yl e is but 

a moment'! Oh now make ſure of heaven, for t | 
not how ſoon thou mayeſt leave the earth and then me- 

thinks I hear the damned man roaring forth theſe tamenta- 


ou knoweſt 


tions: Oh, come and ſee the end of fn, in theſe that know = 
no end of forrew? Oh, come and learn the price of time, 


from thoſe that mult for ever ſuffer ſor the lofs of time 
And © then, methinks I hear my precious foul uſe theſe. ex- 


poſtulations: Oh, my body, what a fookams I to ſatisfy my 


. Juſt, thou art but a moment of time, but 1 muſt enture for . 
ever; when thou art wrapt up in rottennefs, where ſhall I 
ſpend my eternity? I might now get heaven for my manſion, 


angels for my companions, God for my poſſeſſion ? And doſt 
— think I will loſe my ſelieity to ſatisfy thy vanity? Is it 
not better I ſhould carry thee to heaven, than that thou 
mouldeſt carry me with thee to hell? And then methinks J 


hear Jeſus Chrilt uſing theſe invitations : Behold I ſtand at 


the door and knock, till my head is filled with dew, and my 


' locks with the drops of the night; here I ftand weeping, 


knocking, begging and waiting; Oh, open (o me! my tears 
beg, my tears. knack, my blood knocks," my groans knock, 
Oh, open to me, my patience knocks and waits, Oh, open 


to me, pray lodge in thy heart, and Chriſt wait at the 
a 


door; let not damnation rule within, and ſalvation wait 
without. And then methinks, evil times uſe their invita- 
tions; Oh, now be living chriſtians, for theſe are thy dying 
days. Oh, now be groaning chriſtians, for theſe are backſlid 

ing times! Oh, now make Jeſus Chriſt thine own, for here 
thou knoweſt not what is thine own ! and then laſtly me- 
thinks I hear the-voice of the Archangel, ſummoning the 
dead to come forth to judgment, © Arife ye holy and bleſſed 
ſaints, take your place with God and his hot, angels, to 
judge the world ;”” “ Ariſe ye curſed naked fouls, and take 


your ſtanding in the fight of God, and of his bleſſed ſaints, 


to be judged as you lived in the Mrd.“ O Lord, let me 
hear with fear the firſt voice, th, I may nat fear to hear 
che laſt voices! — 5: 

THE HEAVENLY TRAVELLER. 

What heir, travelling to take poſſeſſion of a rich inherit · 
ance, either lets a green meadow, ot pleaſant garden de- 
tain him, or a black cloud, or a foul Way diſhearten bim! 
Oh, my ſoul, thou art travelling to take poſſeſſion of a glo- 


rious inheritance ameng the faints, wilt thou turn aſide to 


crop every flower ? Wilt thou ſtand ſtill to hear every me- 
lodious ſound ? Wilt thou leave thy way to drink of every 


gliding ſtream of carnal pleaſure? What is this, but to view 


= * 0 


„„ e 
a meadow, and loſe a mannor? For a flying flower, to part 
with an eternal crown? For a dying vanity, to loſe an im- 
mortal felicity? to ſeek the way of Sion, to gather one of | 
the apples of Sodom? Or elſe, Oh, my foul! What if the _- 

way be in tears, and thy days in forrow, all clouded, anda a l 
ſwelling ſea, fo that not only the leading of the ſhip, but | 
the very life is in danger; yet here is enough to comfort 

thee, md a good father, and a large portion, a ſweet reſi, N 

and an eyerlaſting refreſhment, will make an amends for all. 

Therefore, vain world, promiſe not, for I willmake no de- 

viation, becauſe my way lies, to pure comforts, and ſurer 

glory: vexing world, threaten not, for I will make no re- 

tarding, becauſe. I am travelling to my Father's, to my 

country, and to my happineſs, | | 

 Heav'nisthe prize I dgſire to gain: 74 1 

. Le me fo run then that I may obtain; £ 
 BANISHMENT FROM GOD FOR EVER. ; ; 
% Depart from me ye curſed.” Oh, let me never hear | { 

thy voice pronounce theſe dreadſul words. with what ter- 'S ö 

ror would that ſentence pierce my heart, while it thundere 

in my ears! Oh, rather ſpeak me into my primitive nothing, A 

and with one potent word finiſh my exiſtence. To be ſe- 

parated from thee, and curſed with.mortgli.y, who can ſub 

tain the intolerable doom. - © 3 8 

O creadful ſtate of black deſpair, to ſee my God remove, 

And fix my doleful ſtation where, I muſt not taſte his love, 

yr view the light of thy countenance ſor ever. Unuttera- 
ble woe! there is no hell beyond it. Separation from God 
is the depth of miſery, Blacknels af dackneſs and eternal 
night muſt neceſſarily involve a ſoul excluded from thy: 
ſence. What life, what joy, what hope to be found A wot 
thou art not? I' want-words to paint my thoughtsſof that 


diſmal ſtate. Oh, let never be reſerved. lor the dread- 
ful experience! bg thy; wrath, and in a. mo- 
ment reduce me to ne EET AS 
« Depart from me Oh, whither ſhah I go from hee? 
Into utter darkneſs That makes no addition at all to 
the wretch's miſery th is baniſhed. from thy face. Afﬀes 
that fearful doom I without conſtraint, ſeek out ſhades 
as dark as hell, being moſt agreeable to my own deſpair, 
and in the horrors of eternal night bewail the infinite loſs. 
N | The remembrance of that fond happineſs would render 
celeſtial days inſuſſerable. The light of paradiſe could not 1 
cheer me with thy favour: the ſongs of angels would hut | | 
heighten my anguith, and torment me with a ſcience of blif - | 


which I mult never taſte, The fight of thy favourites, and © 
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the ptoriexef thy court; would but efcite my env Ys and . 
me with madneſs, while 1 conſidered mylelf the "objeat of * 
thine Dp aye indignation : nor .could all the batmony of. 
Beaver ally | he honrorvt / that reſtection. 

The Erban- of 'the damned, and the darkness Uf the! In- 
era caverns,” would better: ſuit n rief. There, to Ihe 
3 — cries of törinented ghoſts, aud⸗ to the ſound of eternal * 

WB -  «tempeſ.1 might join my i omplainte, and lamenit the 
Ioſsof hfinite bliſs, and curſe my own folly. But all the 
_ . Plagues® Slows. if might "ſpeak "my pretent” though | 
EY = rtort's ares Ste dn Ya the Atving Ms, | 
trihütes; rl kn phy *1 
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